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Senator Kathleen A. Marchione
WHEREAS, The events of September 11, 2001 instantly transformed nearly everyone's
lives, some through personal loss, and many others through an unfamiliar sense of individual and
national vulnerability; and
WHEREAS, an unprecedented, historic bonding of Americans arose from the collective
shock, unifying the country in an outpouring of national spirit, pride, selflessness, generosity,
courage and service; and
WHEREAS, many brave people heroically, tirelessly and courageously participated in an
extraordinarily difficult and dangerous rescue and recovery effort, in some cases voluntarily
putting their own well-being at risk; and
WHEREAS, The Town of Germantown through the bipartisan efforts of Germantown
officials and friends, made it possible to acquire the 9/11 relics, for the purpose of forming a
final memorial at a site in Palatine Park; and
WHEREAS, this memorial, one of many such tributes across the U.S., consists of two
sections of ironwork of the fallen World Trade Center, where volunteers from the town joined
scores of other workers after the tragic event, and
WHEREAS, the most enduring remembrance of 9/11 should be a reflection of pride in the
indefatigable spirit of those who responded so bravely, readily exemplifying the American spirit;
and
WHEREAS, today marks a significant milestone in the completion of the Germantown
9/11 Memorial, project which not only serves as a tribute to all of the victims of 9/11 and the
many who rose in service in response to the 9/11 terrorist attacks, but will also serve as a symbol
of pride, community and duty; now therefore let it be
PROCLAIMED,
recognize the

the Members of the Senate of the State of New York are proud to

GERMANTOWN 9/11 MEMORIAL
as a tribute to all of the victims of 9/11 and the many who rose in service in
response to the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

Good morning, we have a beautiful morning for our dedication of this monument
today in remembrance of all those who died 12 years ago today in the worst
terrorist act against the United States:
Agenda: I'll explain a brief history on this monument and how it came about and
then present words of remembrance; there will be a rising of a flag presented by
Congressman Chris Gibson that flew over our US Congress, and lastly a
proclamation from the floor of the US Senate presented by Senator Marchione,
dedicating this day and this monument. There will be no political speeches here
today, although there are many political people in our audience. Today is a silent
day, a day to dedicate a memorial in remembrance of the nearly 3000 people
killed on September 11, 2011.
History: Let me begin with an apology, there were so many people involved in
this monuments creation over the last 10 years, I'm sure I've forget to mention
someone, but your efforts will not be forgotten.
These two pieces of steel you see before you today, one from the north tower
and one from the south tower of the World Trade Center buildings, were
obtained by the Town of Germantown, brought from Staten Island where the
debris from the collapsed towers was taken. It took many hands to help secure
the steel for the Town of Germantown and let me tell you about just a couple of
them, Retired NY City Mayor Giuliani, Present NY City Mayor Bloomberg,
Germantown neighbor, friend and former NYS Director of Parks and Recreation
Joan Davidson, past town board members and retired Town Supervisor George
SharpeSr.
A paragraph from a letter written by Joan Davidson, former NYS Director of Parks
and Recreation: "Dear Town Board and 9/11 Committee, I believe that the
proposed 9/11 Memorial has the potential to become a thing of beauty and a
source of pride - not only for ourselves, but for all the Hudson Valley."
A committee was appointed in 2005, a rendition was put together by Mike
Delpozzo and together our committee led by our Highway Superintendent
Richard Jennings put forth a cooperative and unified effort to get to this
dedication today. We have to thank the many people who helped volunteer their
efforts in making this monument come to fruition, I've mentioned Rich Jennings

and Mike Delpozzo, but let me mention a couple of more, Mike Wenzel,
representing the New York City and New Jersey Steel Workers, Mike's a local guy
and works on site at the World Trade Center Site,, Joan Snyder, Ralph Delpozzo,
Larry Osgood, Allen Scuenhoff, Roger Rekow, Harold Faberman, George Bennett,
Dick Phelan, Margaret Delia Chioppa, Larry Jennings, Tim Otty, Jerry Smith, Patrick
Ebling, George Sharpe Jr. Other companies that donated time and materials,
Joel Rosenthal, AllPro Industries represented by Benjamin and Ben Doty, Stickles
concrete, and our highway and maintenance department employees who put in
countless hours of volunteer time to bring this monument to fruition. The
benches you see here were donated by the Schenhoff and the Otty families in
memory of Alan Schenhoff and Geoff Otty, two respected people in our
community who gave so much to the Town of Germantown.
CEREMONY:
September 11, 2001 changed our lives and the world forever.
It all began at 7:59 a.m. and in a span of just under one hour 19 terrorists boarded
four passenger planes that left one of three airports, Boston's Logan, Washington
DC's Dulles, and the Newark NJ International Airport set out to inflict pain,
suffering and death.
The World looked on in shock and horror as the 19 terrorists who took control of
these planes began a one hour and 42 minute attack in the United States that
ended up killing more 2,900 people from 93 nations. 2,753 people were killed in
New York, 184 people were killed at the Pentagon and 40 people were killed on
Flight 93, our nation had never experienced this type of attack before.
From the 9/11 Memorial Site of facts:
American Airlines Flight 11: Left Boston's Logan Airport at 7:59 a.m. enroute to
Los Angeles with a crew of 11 and 76 passengers, not including the five hijackers.
The hijackers took control of the plane and flew it into the North Tower of the
World Trade Center at 8:46 a.m.
Within two minutes and responding to the "Plane into a Tower" emergency and
distress calls, police, firefighters, EMS crews and first responders converged on
the twin towers site and began their rescue efforts on the first crash of the
American Airlines flight 11 into the North Tower.

United Airlines Flight 175: Left Logan Airport at 8:14 a.m. enroute to Los Angeles
with a crew of nine and 51 passengers, not including the five hijackers on their
flight. The hijackers flew the plane into the South Tower of the World Trade
Center at 9:03 a.m.
Again, more frantic calls at 9:04 a.m. of a "2nd plane into the a Tower"; whereby
additional police, firefighters, EMS crews and first responders converged and
joined those already on site and began their rescue efforts on the second crash of
the of United Airlines Flight 175 into the South Tower
So many of these responders and other civilian volunteers and bystanders were
subsequently killed when the World Trade Center Towers began to collapse under
the extreme heat and damaged caused by both planes impact into the towers.
American Airlines Flight 77: Left Washington Dulles International
Airport in Virginia at 8:20 a.m. enroute to Los Angeles with a crew of six and 53
passengers, not including the five hijackers. The hijackers flew the plane into the
Pentagon at 9:37 a.m. More Police and Fire personnel were dispatched to the
scene at the pentagon.
And lastly, United Airlines Flight 93: Left Newark International Airport at 8:42 a.m.
enroute to San Francisco, with a crew of seven and 33 passengers, not including
the four hijackers. As passengers got frantic calls from family on the ground
alerting them as to what was going on in New York and Washington DC,
Passengers attempted to subdue the hijackers, and the aircraft crashed into the
ground near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, at 10:03 a.m. They speculate that this
plane was targeted to hit the White House.

The monument before you today will stand in remembrance of the family and
friends, husbands and wives, brothers and sisters, pilots and flight attendants we
lost that day. It will stand in remembrance of the people who were going to work,
who were flying for business or travel and it will also stand for all the Police
Officers, Firefighters, EMS personnel and the many volunteers who responded as
the tragic events of that morning unfolded before our tearful eyes.

No words, or ceremony, no plaques or even this memorial will ever replace the
loss of life we witnessed on September 11, 2001. But let this memorial provide
you with a place; a place to reflect and remember; a place to mourn and shed a
tear, but most of all, let this memorial provide all of us here in Germantown and
Columbia County, with a daily reminder to take nothing for granted in our lives.
Flag raising ceremony: Germantown Fire Department and Germantown Police
Proclamation: To be read dedicating this day and this monument by former
Supervisor, George Sharpe.
Last but not least, the placement of this monument was chosen so we never
forget this day 12 years ago today. Those who experienced 9/11, 2001 will see
this monument every time you drive down Palatine Park Road, and for those who
didn't experience that day, they will question what the monument is and why it's
here? We must never forget this day that changed our lives forever.
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September 11,2013

Dear Friends,
Thank you for your gracious invitation to the dedication ceremony for the Germantown
9/11 Memorial. It is good to hear from you. While I regrettably cannot attend this event due to
votes in Congress, I am proud to formally recognize your efforts.
On September 11,2001 a grave injustice was done to the American people. The cowardly
terrorist attacks on New York and Washington left countless lives shattered and hearts broken.
We must never forget the people who perished, the families left mourning, and the public safety
personnel who responded to these devastating scenes.
On this solemn occasion it is right to bear in mind the willingness of firefighters, rescue
workers, and police officers to risk their lives in the service of others. Today's proceedings
remind us of the selflessness, professionalism, and bravery of these vital public servants.
Your efforts also honor the men and women of our Armed Forces who have fought to
prevent future attacks on our soil. As a veteran of the U.S. Army, I commend you for your
patriotism and community spirit.
Thank you for planning construction of this important memorial. Please give my best
wishes to everyone assembled this morning at Palatine Park. I am honored to represent
Germantown and Columbia County in Congress. Please contact me if there is anything I can do
to assist you. I wish all of you a safe and pleasant fall season.
Sincerel

Chris Gibson
Member of Congress

